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school funding plan

Last year, the General Assembly passed perhaps one
of the most important pieces of legislation for the =
futire of Rhode Island — a tax and expenditure limita-
tion bill sponsored by Sen. Teresa Paiva-Weed. :

That bill laid the groundwork for local limitson
property tax increases for all the cities and towns. One
very important clause in that bill provided for the .~
development of a “fair, adequate and equitable” foun-
dation aid formula for education, and recognized its
importance to the success of “3050.” A joint comumittee
of the House and Senate has been working on develop-

ing this formula over the last two years, andisinthe
- process of formulating legislation outlining the struc-- |
- ture of this formula for state aid to our communities.
- 'Ithas been a long'11 years since the previous educa-
~‘tion funding formula was suspended by the General *
Assembly. Each year during that time, the House
* Finanee Committee has arbitrarily determined how " .
“eduication aid was to be distributed. Itis no surprise
. that each year, the urban communities receiveda”
nuch larger share than their counterparts in the sub-"
‘House leadership in the Finance Committée rep- .
ents these communities. ] am not saying that these
‘school districts werenot in need of these funds, but -
. two thirds of the increases went to the five districts

with only one-third of the students, while the restof
- ‘the communities received an ever dwindling propor-
" “That’s why L bristled when 1 read the opinion piece
- in the Providence Journal on June 11 by Rep. Crowley
* of Newport. To call the new foundation aid formula a
:“clunker” after 11 years of the Finance Cominitiee’s
sreasing the wheels” of their district’s school aid, was,
ning. A lot of research and time and effort went -
" into developing this new formula by many diverse -~
" interest groups. To just throw it aside, callingita -

-~ “clunker because our education system has some -

- work todo, is an insult to all those whe worked §0
“‘hard, and to many of us who have patiently waited so

e

“longforits development. -~ © .o T
~UrQur state; in‘its dire 'fi'r\:iancia'l shape; certainlyisin - .
* 110 position to.“drive the Cadillac” and fully fund the

" new formula, but it is time to.put a plan in place. This ..
- will give-hope to’school districts in thie state that Sen-
. ate Bill:3050 will niot squeeze thei udgets dry, with |
~no reliefin sigh ._ R r R
.. 'Thetimeis ut this plan into action. -




